FINES AND PENALTIES ACT (IRELAND). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Comptons, 
dated 3 April 1843 /or, \ 



■^1 



COPIES of any Communications from the Paymasteh of Civil Services in 
Ireland, to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, on the 
subject of the Fines and Penalties Act (1 & 2 Viet. c. 99), in the Years 
1 839, 1 840, and I S41 ; tog;ether with Copies of any Letters in reply to the same 
from the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to the Paymaster of 
Civil Services, and of any Minutes of their Lordships relating to the Act of the 
1st & 2d Viet. c. 99, during the same Period. 



— 2 . — 

COPY of a Report of the Progress which has been made in Auditing the Accounts 
of Fines and Penalties under the Act 1 & 2 Viet. c. gg, in the Office of the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, or otherwise, during the Years 
1839, 1840, 1841, 1842, and 1S43, and by whom such Audit is conducted, the 
Expense of the same, and from what Funds paid. 



Whitehall, Treasury Chambers, 
26 June 1843 . 



} 



G. CLERK. 



Oriertd, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 27 June 1843. 



— 1 . — 

Sir Dublin Castle, 19 April 1839. 

1 THINK it right to acquaint you that I am satisfied very great difficulty and 
embarrassment are likely to arise, and that immediately, under the Fines and 
Penalties Act in Ireland (1 & 2 Viet. c. 99). By that Act all fines and penalties 
are directed to be paid to an account in my name at the Bank of Ireland ; and 
considerable sums of money have been so paid from many parts of Ireland, incluci- 
ing the city of Dublin, although the operation of the Act is as yet e.-ctrcmely 
irregular, inasmuch as from very many districts of the country no money whatever 
has been received. But the difficulty I anticipate, and which has indeed arisen to 
a certain extent, consists in this, that the Act provides that I am to make pa}“ 
ments to certain parties entitled by law or custom to certain portions of the 
and penalties (prosecutors and others) ; but as matters stand, it is wholly impossible 
for me to do so, having no means of knowing, on authority, cither the parties 
entitled, the extent of their just claims, or their identity, or indeed any one par- 
ticular which would justify me in making any payment. 

It is clear that some systematic arrangement must be made, even previously 
to an amendment of the law, otherwise great dissatisfaction must inevitably arise, 
and it seems to me to be indispensable that some system should be devised and 
followed by w'hich I shall be enabled to make the payments, in considerable sums, 
to parties who may afterwards distribute the amount in detail ; otherwise I perceive 
that the details arising under this Act would alone require an establishment as large 
as now exists for the discharge of the whole other duties of this office. 

I have been in communication with the Office of the Chief Secretary on t is 
subiect, and mean to transmit to Mr. Drummond ail such communications m rela- 
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T nn whicli I find it impossible to act, in order that 

tion to It p I may • , q ^ernEoent may be directed to the case ; but I have 
the attention of ‘be I the attention of my Lords may be given 

m "t IuMftime,"ling Utat exceeding inconvenience and dissatisfaction throughout 
the country cannot fail immediately to arise. 



F. T. Baring, Esq. m.p. 
&c. &c. &c. 
Treasury, London. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) T. F. Kennedy. 



COPY of Treasury Minute, dated 25th April 1S39. 

T. i„o„r from Mr Kennedy, dated 19th instant, setting forth the great diffi- 
Kead letter from -^„„aer the Fines and Penalties Act in 

culty and embauassm Zyments to be made by him to parties entitled to 

Ireland with «er«i t 

a portion of that he should be enabled to make the payments m 

rXre';um'l^toi:rtLt who may afterwards distribute the amount hi 

‘’"‘'rLsmit copy of this communication to Mr Drummond, and request that he 
will laX same before the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and move h.s Excellency 
to favour my Lords with his observations upon the suoject. 



gjj. Dublin Castle, 11 February 1840. 

I BEG particularly to request the attention of the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Mie,sty’s^ Treasury to my^ letter of the 19th April 1839. (of "’‘“cb J- enclose a 
contO on the subject of the Fines and Penalties .Act (1 & 3 A let. c. 99). 

^he difficulties I then anticipated have not fallen short of my expectation an 
in some respects they have been even greater than at that tune I stated that I 

Xince”to period considerable payments have been made to me from the city 
of Dublin, and from many districts in Ireland, but still it is apparent, from the 
thrt of there beino- many districts from which no remittances are made, that me 
AcUs eXed iutoXt partially, and far from universally, in so far at least as 
the payment to me of the monies levied is concerned. 

But I have to request the attention of my Lords to the operation of ‘"d A«, 
in an especial manner, so far as regards the payment of monies by me, and the 
duties which are incumbent on me under the lOth clause ot the Act. adverting at 



same time to the 1 ith clause. 

I have found myself to be placed in a painful position, because unquestioiiahiy 
certain duties are imposed on me by the Act, and yet, undei its impeifect P”'''* 
sions, I have found it to be impracticable to carry us objects mto eSect, and 
have earnestly to request that my Lords may be pleased to afford to me ti) 

instructions and advice. . , ^ „ /oio.f 

Mv Lords w ill observe that by clause 11 I am required to furnish to the «.^niei 
Renieiiibrancer, four times in the year, in such form as he may direct and 
accounts of the monies I have received, and such accounts I have according y 
furnished ; the last account being, according to the Act, from the 4th of Novem- 
ber to the 7th of January, showing the balance in bank at the commenceinen a 
termination. Of this account I beg to enclose a copy for the information ot my 
Lords, and I have directed it to be brought down to the present time, by wMc 
the balance in bank to the latest period will appear. These accounts 
condensed statement of all tlie information conveyed to me, making known o y 
generally the places from which the monies come, in no respect informing m ^ 
parties or institutions entitled to payments out of such monies, their authon le^, 
persons, or residences. . j 

But my Lords will further perceive that, under clause lO, I am requn 
pay, from time to time, parties and institutions such sums as they are entit e 
receive, and accordingly very many applications are addressed to me for P^y 
of claims, and in no' instance am I in a condition to make the payment, 
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absence of all evidence and knowledge on which I could by possibility be jus- 
tified in making payment. Accordingly, when I received such applications, lhavc* 
adopted the only course which I considered open to me i J have written to the 
party that I was not in a condition to make the payment, but that I had trans- 
mitted the application to the Under Secretary, in order to their being put in a 
train of settlement These applications, which 1 have so dealt with, hlive been 
extremely numerous, and means have been furnished to me, bv the Secretary's 
Office, to make payments to the amount of i6/. loj. ; but the di&culties existing 
cannot possibly be overcome by steps taken with reference merely to individiiaT 
cases ; a systematic arrangement on principles which can work out general results, 
can alone place the subject on a satisfactory footing ; and each hidividiial case, 
separately dealt with, creates great trouble to all parties concerned, while some 
arrangement, on principle, would work with comparative facility. 

The grievance which exists, however, in this office, and as respects the parties 
who state that they are entitled to payments, has now' become so great as, I think 
to demand that a speedy and effectual remedy should be found; and as I am 
aware that it is considered by many parties that, under the Act, I am the party on 
whom it falls to meet all the difficulties of the case, I am compelled to resort to 
my Lords for their instructions. I have been, all along, aware of it being mv 
duty to pay; but, according to all analogy to the practice of this office, it has 
appeared to me indispensable that the rights of parties and their identity should, 
in some way, be made manifest to me. As matters stand, I have no knowledge or 
evidence whatever on the subject; and if I were to attempt to trace out the ncrhts 
of parties, the truth and accuracy of their statements in making claims, to con- 
duct a very protracted and extensive correspondence in so doing, and subsequently 
to make payments, large and small, in vast detail, and throughout a great part of 
Ireland, it is clear that an establishment almost as great as exi.sts in my office at 
present, would not be too great for even an imperfect performance of these duties. 
There is also another indispensable point, with reference to all claims shown to be 
well-founded : I must be apprized, in some authentic shape, that the identical 
sums of money, out of which they must be discharged, have been included in the 
remittances made to me. I have no information bearing upon this point, and 
while it is necessary that payments should be made, it is at the same time neces- 
sary that it should, somehow, appear that funds applicable to respective payments, 
have been previously realized. 

I have not felt it to be possible that I could take measures officially to remedv 
the admitted deficiencies of the statute; and it has appeared to me, that it was my 
duty to act on principles of security and of analogy to those on which I act in the 
discharge of all other duties. I have been disposed to think, that the duty im- 
posed on me is administrative, not executive; and that, until the law could be 
amended, tlie executive government in Ireland would probably think it desirable 
to adopt some system whereby the difficulties resulting from the defective state of 
the law might be practically overcome, not inconsistent with the law, and at the 
same time consonant with the principles on which my office is founded, and with 
its practice. 

With respect to the remedies for the existing state of things, the subject divides 
itselt into three branches: ist. The disposal of the monies now accumulated in 
my hands. 2d, Some system to be adopted to insure prompt paj'inents, so that, 
until the law be amended, accumulations may be prevented. 3d, An amendment 
of the law. 

1st. I certainly have been of opinion that, at a much earlier period, some sys- 
tem of examination and anticipatory audit of accounts might have been adopted, 
by which The claims of parlies might be ascertained, so as to admit of the money 
being apportioned, on evidence furnished to my office, on which it would be prac- 
ticable for me to make the payments ; and I think that the payments might have 
been made through the instrumentality of the receiver of the Dublin Police, so far as 
Dublin is concerned, and through that of the paymasters of constabulary (they 
again acting through the subordinate authorities of the constabulary), so far as 
regards all other parts of Ireland. I am inforujed that the Dublin Police lias a 
claim on the funds in my hands of nearly 4,000/., but I have felt it to be impos- 
sible to Djake such a payment, only on an allegation of the correctness of any 
account made out by the party making' such claim. In case of error, I should 
be involved in difficulty; and i think it is quite contrary to principle to make 
378. A 2 payments 
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payments sustained and hav: 

Stdy Tels‘‘m ^n?eed no knowledge, and on whose accuracy I could not have 
the same, or any grounds of reliance. 

od With reference to some system for the future, lyhile the law remains un- 
2 d. w mi reiucucc j remitted to my 

altered, I cannot = . , Police in Dublin or paymasters of constabii- 

account, eitherby the Receiver of the Pote ^ 

lary in the country, . simnle comprehensive, and practicable result 

:^ifhtte':LTned^^ringai*is^^ 

the — 1:‘ 

ceivmg the ^ the one hand, the chauuels of conoentraUng 

and would become, on the other hand, the 

^ums of ““"fiy-XLn^ aid ^ they had previous knowledge of the 

‘'^“T nreLred and sanctioned, so they would have all the knowledge necessary, 
hoT flums and “rtS to whom payments had fallen to be made. In the respec- 
tive cases he receiver’s and paymasters’ receipts would be sufficient tor me, 
Se diev would procure, on payment, the receipts of individual parties and m 
this wav^I should^have to transact business with one person in Dublin and, 

I believe ei<rhteen others throughout Ireland, while I should consider it quite im- 
maCSe that I should, under a system devoid ol concentration make payments 
F„ detad to an ever-var;ing body of many thousand persons, all over Ireland, ot 
whom I can have no knowledge whatever. 

•id With reference to an amendment of the law, I cannot help presuming to 
sav that while I am quite of opinion that the principle of the existing Act is 

Z’d vl that all the monies levied in shape of fines and penalties ought to be 

brought to public account in order to guard against malversation (and I am dis- 
posed to tWnk that they are levied on Ihe people to a very large annua amount 

Cot yet brought to account), 1 have great doubts whether my office is the office 
which ought to be charged with any duties on this subject. 

At present the subject interferes materially with the other duties of the office 
and hL consumed much time without any good result, even while the law h^ 
almost inoperative as regards payments made ; and even under any arrangements 
which can be made considerable duties must arise, and if they are to be discharge 
in this office, an increase of the establishment will be unavoidable. 

I cannot help thinking that those duties ought to be discharged by some official 
establishment under the superintendence of the Irish Government, and that s 
expenses ought to be paid out of the surplus of the monies collected, theieby i i - 
poLo- no charge on the public. I am inclined also to think that while my Lord 
ke not called upon, by the Act, to regulate the proceedings under the la"'. 1 am 
not the fit person to be required to execute the duties arising out of it, and ma 
asmuch as my Lords are not the superior e.xecutive jurisdiction in these matter., 
I ought not to he the inferior authority. 

I venture to sugo-est that if a Bill to amend the law be introduced, the whole 
matter should be removed from my department, and that the duties 

should be performed by some establishment under the control of the Irish uove 

ment, the charge being defrayed out of the monies brought to public account iro 
the source itself of fines and penalties. 



Robert Gordon, Esq. 

fee. &c. &c. 
Treasury, London. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) T. F. Kennedy. 
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FINES AND PENALTIES, 

Per 1 & 2 Vicr. c. 99- 



AN ACCOUNT of the Receitts, Issues, and Baianceb, standing in a separate Account in tiie Bank ofirelanc, 
entitled, “ The Paymaster of Civil Services’ Account of Pines and Penalties, per 1 & 2 Viet. c. 99,” since Monday 
4th November 1839, the date of the last Account. 



1839: 

3 Nov. 



378. 



Balance from last Account ------- 

James Crawford, Inspector of Constabulary, County Kildare - 
David Graham, Paymaster of Constabulary, at Belfast, 

for County Antrim - - £. 154 17 

— Down - - - 1C 12 



William Brett 



ditto - at Longford, 
for County Cavan 
— Longford 



John Clarke, Inspector of Constabulary, at Dungarvan, 

for County Waterford - - £. 2 - 

for City of Waterford • - 5 — 



R. .T. O’Brien, Paymaster of Constabulary, at Cork, 

for County Cork, E.R. - - £• 2C 6 

— Cork,W.R.. - 1.5 .5 

for City of Cork . - - 9 10 



John Blake - ditto - at Carlow, 

for Queen’s County 
for County Carlow 



- £.35 15 



W. Henry, Inspector of Constabulary, at Enniskillen, for Counfy 

Fermans^fh 

M. R. Plunket - ditto - at Clonmel - - - - - 

The Magistrates of Head Divisional Police Office 7 ■ " * 

James Montgomery, Clerk of Petty Sessions, at Little Bray - 

ditto - ditto ------- 

D. W. Bissett, Paymaster of Constabulary, at Galway, 

for Countv Galway, E.R. - £.28 - 6 

— ' Galway, W.R. - 102 CIO 

for Town of Galway - • 2 9 0 



TOTAL RECElVEn. 



M. O’Halloran 



- ditto - at Kilkenny, 
for City of Kilkenny 
for County of Waterford 
for City of Waterford 



£.4 - - 



Magistrates of (B.) Divisional Police Office . - - - 

D. iB. Franks, Paymaster of Constabulary, at Clonmel, 

for County Tipperaiy, N.R. - £• 15 

ditto ditto S.R. - 11 



James Montgomery, Clerk of Petty Sessions, at Little Bray - 
The Cormnissioners of Dublin Metropolitan Police . - - 

ditto - ditto - - ■ ^ ^ 

James Taylor, Paymaster of Constabulary, at Raphoe, tor County 

Londonderry 

E. Gorman, Coroner for County Carlow - ‘ i ’ 

James M‘Cabe, Clerk of Pett}' Sessions, at Ardee, County Louth - 
Robert M'Kay “ ditto - al Summerhill, County Meath - - 

William Mincliin, Paymaster of Constabulary, for County Dublin 
The Magistrates of(B.) Divisional Police Office - - - - 

J. P. Armstrong, J. P. M'Carteret, Petty Sessions, King s Coniiiy 
W. Galbraith, Pavmaster of Constabulary, for County Roscommon 
W. F. Corrian, Inspector of Constabulary, for County Wexford 
D. Graham, Paymaster of Constabulary, for County Antrim 
A. Moffatt - ditto - at Trim, 

for County Meath - - - ±. 13 8 3 

Westmeath - * 24 - fl 



£. s. d. i £. s. A. 

9,019 15 5 



51 - 
40 15 



176 6 : 
82 1 



34 17 ] 
4 2 
1 - 
53 11 
17 15 






A3 
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1830: 

I 29 Nov. 



1 30 — 
i Dec. 



390 

391 

392 



300 I 
004 ' 
090 
390 



Jolm Seeley, Payms^ter of Constabulary, at Ennis, for County Clare 
D.W.Bissett - ditto - at Gdway, ^ „ 

for County Galway, W. K, - - £. 3 ~ 

ditto ditto E. R. - - 17 8 

for Town of Galway - - - 13 4 



Alderman Perrin, Coroner of City of Dublin, deodand - - 

Hon. Samuel Inspector of Constabulary, for County KilEemiy 
Eavid Graham, Paymaster of Constabulary, at Bcifust, 

for County Down - - • - 46 9 

— Antrim ... 58 7 



ID Dee. 
II — 



Commissionera of Dublin Metropolitan Police .... 
ditto - ditto - - - 

Robert Joseph O’Brien, Paymaster of Constabulary, for County Cork, 

East R. £. 10 15 : 

West R. - 98 

City of Cork - - - - 5 - 



£. 5. ( 1 . 

C 18 11 



33 15 
1 10 



104 10 10 
47 14 10 I 
113 0 



18 -tH: 

. j 2 Jan, 



D. W. Bissett - ditto - at Galway, for County and Town of Galway 

Commissioners of Dublin Metropolitan Police 

Commissioners of Dublin Metropolitan Police . - . - - 

The Magistrates of (A.) Divisional Police Office - - - - - 

J. B. Richardson, Paymaster of Constabulary at Tullaiuore, 

*for King’s County - 
for Count\- Kildare 



£.19 (i 
2 2 



M. O’Halloran 



ditto - at Kilkenny, 
for County Waterford 

— Kilkenny - 



£.7 10 11 
6 14 0 



Joiin Blake - ditto - at Carlow, 

for Queen’s County 
for Comrty Carlow 



William Galbraith - ditto - at Castlerea, for Countj' Roscommon ■ 
D. B. Fi-anks • ditto - at Clonmel, 

for County Tipperary, N. R. - - £.20 13 - 

_ * ditto S.R, > - es 10 i: 



Michael Chester, Sheriff of County Louth, for 1838, balance on his account 
of fines and-recognizances, certified per Chief Remembrancer 
Commissionci-5 of Dublin Metropolitan Police . . - - - 

ditto - ditto - -- -- -- - 

A. Moffatt, Paymaster of Constabulary at Trim, County Meath 
J. B. Richardson - ditto - at Tullamore, 

for King’s Comity - - - £.6 18 9 

for County Kildare - - - 8 17 5 

John Bews - ditto - at Castlebar, for County Mayo - , - 



Robert Joseph O’Brien, Paymaster of Constabulary at Cork, 
for County Cork, E.R. - 
— ditto W. R. - 
for City ofCork 



Robert Robinson - ditto - at Dundalk, 
for County Armagh 

— Loutli - - - 

Monaghan - 

John Seeley - ditto - at Ennis, 

for County Clare - 

’IVilliam Minclun - ditto - at Wicklow, 
for Connty Wicklow 
— Wexford 

W. H. Ryail, Mayor of Clonmel, County Tipperary 



27 12 11 
25 6 3 



15 0 

176 4 10 I 
7 15 3 



15 16 2 1 

82 19 



£.22 


16 


7 


10 


19 


- 


28 


10 




£.21 


7 


0 


94 


13 


3 


22 


4 


6 


£.8 


15 


- 


£. 49 




7 


2 


- 


9 



138 5 0 
8 15 - 



51 8 3 

18- 



Carried forward. - 
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Deduct Issues, tIz. — 



•2 2S Nov. Paid Thomas Ward, of Clonmel, fine remitted, imposed for non- 
attendaaice as a Juror (as ordered by the Lords of the Treasury) 
Lord Lieutenant’s Letter, 21 November 1839 - - - 



Paid Collector of Excise, Naas District, part of a fine imposed on 
John Ratigau by Magistrates of Clonuft' Petty Sessions, and stated 
to have been paid to credit of Pajmaster of Civil Services by Pay- 
master of Constabulaiy, for County Kildare. Lord Justices’ 
Letter, 4 December 1839 

Paid Patrick Persse, of Athlone, the amount paid into the Bank of 
Ireland on 20 November 1839, by Paymaster of Roscommon Con- 
stabulary, being the Amount of a forfeited Recognizance levied on 
P. Persse at Aflilone Quarter Sessions, 30 September 1839 - 



Balance in Bank on 7 January 1840 



Account continued up to present Time, viz.— 



Edmund Lamb, Clerk of Petty Sessions at Lontovood, Clonard, 
County Meath 



John Clarke, Inspector of Constabulary at Dunnarvon, 



for County of Waterford 
for City - ditto 



W. Henry - ditto - at Enniskillen - 
D. B. Frank, paymaster of Constabulary-, at Clonmel, 

for County Tipperary, N. R. - - £.23 11 - 

— ditto S. R. - - 9 18 8 



Sir (J. Hod^on, Bart., J. P. the Amount of a deodand on an 
Inquest at Bray, County Wicklow 
James Taylor, Paymaster of ConstabuJaiy at Londonderry, for 
County Donegal - 

The Commissioners of Dublin Metri>poiitan Police, ... 

ditto - ditto - 

The Clerk of Petty Sessions at Raphoe ..... 
W. B. Morris - ditto - at Lurgan, County Armagh 
John Blake, Paymaster of Constabulary, at Carlow, 

for Queen’s County - - £. 18 13 II 

for County Carlow . - 2 10 - 



John Walsh, Clerk of Petty Sessions, at Balbriggaii, County Dublin 
James Woodman - ditto - at Dunlavan, County M'icklow - 
M. R. Plunkett, Inspector at Clonmel, County Tipperary 
M. O’HaUoran, Paymaster of Constabulary, at Kilkenny, for County 
Waterford - - - - - 

Commissioners of Dublin Metropolitan Police .... 
ditto - ditto 

John Townsend, Magistrate at Clonakilty . . . . - 

A. Moffatt, Paymaster of Constabulary, at Trim, 

for Comity Meath - . £. 9 12 G 

— "Westmeath - - 23 1-2 8 

for Town of Drogheda - - 0 3 3 



David Graham, Paymaster of Constabnlarj', at Belfost, 

for County Antrim - - - £. 47 4 

— Down - 69 14 



R. S. O’Brien, Paymaster of Constabulary, at Cork, 
for County Cork, E.R. 

— Cork,W.R. - 
for Citv of Cork 



J. B. Richardson, Paymaster of Constabulary, at Tullamore, 

for King’s County - • - £. G 3 9 

for County Kildare - - - 36 16 11 



1 Feb. 

3 — 



M. R. Plunkett, Inspector of Constabulary, at Clonmel, for County 
Tipperary, S.R. ......... 

James Mon^omery, Clerk of Petty Sessions, at Little Bray - 
John Seeley, Paymaster of Constabulary, at Ennis, for County Clare 
W. Galbraitli - ditto - at Castlerea, for County Roscommon - 
The Commissioners of Dublin Metropolitan Police ... 
- ditto - ditto - - - - 
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0 2 : 

C K 1 
7! CS 1 


DATE. 


— 


AMOUNT. 


TOTAL RECEtVBD. 


— 


1840; 
7 Feb. 


1 

1 


£. s. d. 


£■ s. 1 


441 

442 


James Taylor, Paymaster of Constabulary, at Lo ndonderry - 
T) R Franks - ditto - at Clonmel, 

for County Tipperary, S. R. - £• 10 8 

ditto. N.R. • 41 34 


18 7 3 

9G 3 - 




c e 








. •< 
c es 
tr. p 

5 


1840 : 
31 Jan. 


Deduct : 

Paid to Michael Foley, being the amomit of » fine imposeil on him 
at Carlow Petty Sessions, and since remitted by order ot J..ora 
lieutenant’s Letter, 31 January 1840 




18,450 11 8 






Balance in Bank on 10 Febi-uary 1840 


- £. 


13,455 11 8 



Paymaster of Civil Services Office, Dublin Castle, 
■ 11 Pebruary 1840. 



Sir, 



Treasury Chambers, lo March 1840. 



I AM commanded bj the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty s Ireasury, to 
acouaint you that my Lords have had under their consideration your letter of the 
11th ultimo, stating the difficulty and embarrassment which has arisen in your 
office in carrying into effect the provisions of the Act of i & 3 Vict. c. 99, for the 
more effectual levying of fines, &c. in Ireland I and to transmit to you for your infor- 
mation and guidijnce, a copy of their Lordships’ Minute of 6th instant, on this 

I am. &c. 

The Paymaster of Civil Services, Ireland. (signed) C. E. Trevelyan. 



COPY of THEAsnnr Mimute, dated 6th March i8jo. 

Read a letter from the Paymaster of Civil Services in Ireland, dated the ,l itli 
instant, calling the attention of this Board to the operation of the Act ol the 
1 & 2 Vict. c. 99, for the more effectual levying of fines and penalties in Ireland , 
and showing that duties are thereby imposed upon him, which are not <^ly em- 
barrassing, but also entirely inconsistent with the purposes for which Ins office was 
constituted. ... , 

My Lords advert to the Act i & 2 Vict. c. 99, and particularly to tlie lotli 
and 11th sections, by which the Paymaster of Civil Services in Ireland is con- 
stituted receiver of monies levied under the authority of the Act, and require to 
account for the same to the Chief Remembrancer. 

■\Vrite to Mr. Drummond, for the information of the Lord Lieutenant, that tne 
attention of my Lords has been called to the operation of this Act, as it affects the 
Paymaster of Civil Services in Ireland, upon whom duties are imposed entirely 
inconsistent with the purposes for which his office was constituted. 

Observe, that by the 10th section of the Act, the sums levied in pursuance ot 
its provisions, are directed to be paid to the credit of that officer, in an account to 
be opened by him with the Bank of Ireland, and he is required “from time to 
time to draw on the said Bank of Ireland, for such part or parts of the sums so 
lodged, as are appropriated to any special purpose hv any Act or Acts 
force, or under this Act, in favour of the party, public institution, or fimdentite 
thereto but, although the first section of the Act directs the officer whose du y 
it may be, to enter a fine imposed in a book kept for that purpose, to state therein 
what part of such sum, if any, is payable to any public institution, fund, P®’'®'’”' 
and to whom the same is so payable, it is silent as to the manner in which suc^ 
information is to be conveyed to the paymaster ; and that officer, if he is to 
held responsible for carrying into effect this provision of the Act, must there 0 
undertake an extensive correspondence, and be obliged ultimately to pay clamis^ 
the validity of which be has no means of investigating, on the authority 0 
parties of whom he has no knowledge. f r • t? 

State, that my Lord.s feel it their duty to interpose, with the view of relieviUj,^ 
the Paymaster of Civil Services from the duty thus by implication imposed u^^- 
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him, and which they conceive it was not contemplated by the Act that he should 
be required to perform. 

His duties, under the Act, should, in the opinion of my Lords, be confined to 
the mere msk of accounting for such monies as may be paid in to his account 
and of paying thereout such charges as may, under competent authority, appeal 
due, or as may he directed to be paid by the Lord Lieutenant ; and in the absence 
of aiiy other provision or arrangement by which the legal claims upon sums so 
paid in to Ins account, can be coininunicated to the Paymaster, my Lords will 
direct that ofticer to make no payments whatever out of monies placed to his 
account for this service, except under specific directions from his Excellency. 

State, that by this direction, the Paymaster of Civil Services will be relieved from 
the more pressing difliculty in wliich lie is placed by the operation of the Act ■ 
but that It appears to their Lordships that its provisions must be in other respects’ 
amended, and that it will be proper that that officer should be relieved entirely 
from the duty of receiving and accounting for fines and penalties. 

The office of the Paymaster of Civil Services in Ireland was constituted under the 
authority of a specific Act of Parliament, and he is essentially an officer of this 
Board ; he is accountable to the Commissioners of Audit for sums issued to him 
and paid by him under the authority of their Lordships; and the sums granted 
annually by Parliament for the expenses of bis office, are voted to provide for the 
performance of those duties only. 

By the Act i & 2 Viet. c. 99, however, he is required to obey the directions of 
the Lord Lieutenant, with respect to a certain class of payments, which are taken 
by that Act entirely out of the jurisdiction of my Lords, and he is rendered 
accoun table for the same to the Chief Remembrancer. He is thus made subject to 
an authority other than that which the constitution of his office alone recoo-iiises, 
apd he has to undertake duties to the performance of which the establishment of 
his ofiBce, which was framed for distinct purposes, is inadequate. 

The Lord Lieutenant will feel that it would be obviously improper to make any 
additional charge upon the grant of Parliament for the expenses of the pay-office 
of Civil Services for this extraneous business. As the proceeds of fines and penal- 
ties have been appropriated by the Legislature to particular purposes, and are 
withdrawn from the public revenue, all expenses attending their collection and 
payment should be defrayed from the fund itself; and my Lords would sug<»est, 
for the consideration of his Excellency, the propriety of constituting an officer of 
a character similar to that of the receiver of fines in this country, to whom the 
duty not only of receiving anti paying monies on account of the Fine Fund, but also 
of checking the returns, and of ascertaining that all fines, &c. are properly brought 
to account, should be entrusted; and that the salary of this officer should be 
defrayed out of the proceeds of the fines, &c. 

It would appear that as regards the object of the Act for the more effectual 
levying of fines, &c. either its provisions are not duly observed, or are in great 
measure inoperative ; for although from a return now before my Lords, they find 
that the balances of sums paid into the Bank of Ireland on this account, amount 

13j4^5L 1 1 s. Sd., they have been collected from comparatively a small part of 
the country, and there are vast districts from which no returns have been made, 
although it is not conceivable that no fines should have been imposed therein, 
since the commencement of the Act. This point appears to require the attention 
of his Excellency. 

iVIy Lords have no wish to interfere in the appropriation of the monies levied 
under the authority of this Act, as the power of disposing of the same for certain 
purposes has been vested by the Legislature exclusively in the Lord Lieutenant 5 
but as the same foi’m part of the hereditary revenues of the Crown, and may, 
under the Act, be ap{)lied towards the support of institutions for which assis- 
tance is already afforded from the public funds, liiy Lords should have cognisance 
of their appropriation ; and in any new Act to be passed on the subject, it will be 
proper that a clause should be introduced, directing a statement in detail to be 
submitted annually to this Board, of sums received and of payments made on this 
account. 

Request Mr. Drummond will submit these observations to the Lord Lieutenant, 
and move his Excellency to favour my Lords with his opinion as to the course 
'vhich it may be desirable to pursue, with the view of placing this branch of the 
public service on a proper footing. 

Transmit copy of this Minute to Mr. Kennedy for his information and guidance. 
378. B 
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3j,. Dublin Castle, 24 March 1840. 

I HAVE to acknowledge your letter of the 10th of March, written by command 
of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, acquainting me that my 
Lords have had under their consideration my letter of the 11th of Febrnaty, 
stating the difficulty and embarrassment which have arisen in my office in carrying T 

into effect the provisions of the Act of the 1 & 2 Viet. c. gg, for the more effectual 
levyinv of fines, &c. in Ireland, and transmitting to me, tor my information and 
ouidance, a copy of their Lordships’ Minute of the Cth instant on this subject. 

” In reply, I beg to state that the Minute of my Lords is to me extremely satis- 
factory, and I shall take care to be regulated in this matter by their views and 
instructions. 

With reference to my letter of the iith of February, I have felt it to be desir- 
able to ascertain with precision the operation of. the Act of i & 2 Viet. c. 99, as 
regards the payments made under it, from the whole ot Ii eland, and accordingly s 

I directed a paper to be prepared, which shows the payments made from the 
several counties, and counties of cities, and the parties by whom such payments 
were made. 

I beg to enclose for the information of my Lords, a copy of this paper, brought 
down to the gth of March, by which it would appear that there is a much greater 
irregularity in payment than can be accounted for by any difference of population, 
and°that there are several counties and cities from which no payments whatever 
have been made. 

I am, &c. 

C. E. Trevelyan, Esq. (signed) T. F. Kennedy. 

Treasury, London. 



FINES and PENALTIES, per i & 2 Viet. c. 99. 



A STATEMENT showing the Amount which has been Paid in under the Fines and Penalties Act of i isViJ 
c. 99, distinguishing the Counties, Cities, or Towns where the Penalties are stated to have been inflicted, anu the ..ccm 
by whom the Payments iiave been made, for the period from 3 December 1838 to 9 March 1840, inclusive. > 



Counties, Cities, and Towns. 


PAYMASTERS OF CONSTABULARY. j 


Clitof Constables, 


Clerks of Petty 


ToT.il P^is. - 


Name. 


Amoust. 


Sub-Inspectors, &c, 


Sessions. 








£. s. d. 


s. d. 


£. S. d. 


£. s. 


Antrim - county 


David Graham - 


915 4 10 


- ’5 - 


35 17 7 


95‘ 3 


Armagh - — 


Jlobt. liobiiison - 


(iC 15 4 


7 14 - 


15 13 8 




Carlow - — 


John Blake 


133 13 8 


7 7 - 


- 7 6 




Carrickfergus, town - 


David Graham - 


- 8 - 




-46 


led 5 ' 


Cavan • county 


Wm. Brett 


120 17 10 


... 


583 


Clare - — 


J. Seely - 


195 7 10 


5 15 - 


- 




Cork - — 


Robt. .J. O’Brien 


493 5 3 


20 10 3 


9 1 6 


J50 id :j 


Cork, city 


Ditto 


150 i6 11 


. 


- 


Donegal - county 


Jas. Taylor - - - 


199 7 5 


3 10 6 


6 lO - 


441 15 : ' 
Gd 315 


Down - _ . 


David Graham - 


411 10 1 


15 - - 


15 9 8 


Dublin - — . 


Wni. Minchin 




1 1 - 


30 4 ” 


Dublin, city 


.Metropolitan Police, and 




. 


- 




Drogheda, tow'n - 


Divisional Police Office 
A Moffett - 


3 3 


. 


. 


16 3 


Fermanagh - county - 
Galway - — 


\V. Henry - - - 

P. P. Taaffe 
J. W. Bissett 


8 5 

14 16 7j 
386 14 10 


H 15 3 
111 10 7 


3 10 6 

- 12 C 


4iis ■; 'i-i 


Galway, town 


Ditto - - - 


32 10 6 


... 


- 




Kerry - county 


- .... 


... 


4 6 - 




25S id if 


Kildare - — 


J. B. Richardson - 


101 17 loj 


40 6 6 


26 13 - 


Kilkenny- — 


M. (>’Hrillorau 


113 3 5 


137 1 3 


3 19 3 


3d 15 r. 
303 5-‘l 


Kilkenny, city - 


Ditto - 


36 15 9 


- 


- 


King’s - county 


J. B. Richardson - 


15.5 '5 9j 


40 19 9 




Leitrim - — 

Limerick- — 

Limerick, city 
Londonderry, county - 


James Taylor 


173 6 2 




- 4 9 

2 2 e 


- 4 a 

175 ® “ 


Londonderry, dty 
Longford county - 


Wm. Brett - 


77 5 3 


33 10 - 


. 


103 1.' • 


Louth — 


Robt. Robinson - 




- 


29 16 6 


j 

?07»'4 


Mayo — - 


John Bews ... 


102 12 4 


19 14 - 


- 16 3 


Sleaih — 


A. Moffett - 


461 18 2 






Monaghan — 


Robt. Hobinson - 


304 17 10 






S S :| 

305 ' 

2 U ' 


Queen’s — 


John Blake - 


304 16 9 


47 9 10 


5 "9 5 


Roscommon — 


Wni. Galbraitli - 


299 11 11 




33® 


Sligo — 


- - - - 


3 14 - 




1,15* ' 


Tipperary — 


D. B. Franks 


830 18 - 


313 13 “ 


7 15- 9 
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-:u’r ritie#, and Towna. 


j PAY.MASTERS OF CONST .IBULARY. 









1 W.isrE. 


-4jioc.n‘t. 


CJik-f Const.. 
Sali-Inspoctciis, ic. 


Clo^s of Petty 




lines - cuunty - 


' P. P. Taaffe 


£. s. d. 

97 19 e 

15+ 12 4 

37 3 8 ! 


£. «. 


£■ s. d. 




l!«rford - — - 


: M. O’Halluran - - i 


- G 3 


- 13 G 


<,S 1 


ti^erfdid, city - 


Ditto 


79 17 3 


- 


-;14 


^itiiiealh - counly - 


A. Moffatt - 


11 - - 




4 C 


T({i-ford • — 


W. Minchin 


-92 31 11 




0 — - 


297 1 


Ticklcw - — - 


Ditto 


2 _ g 

49 7 5 j 


203 19 a 
4 18 7 


1 1 3 

13 18 4 


£C7 

US 



1 E 



Total Paid in 



- f. 1 14.747 it> 6 



y;/f.-.vrauhew O’Meara, paymaster for Kerry and Limerick 
IjSpaid ill anything at ail. ’ 



and Patrick Brown, ditto for Leiti-im and Sligo, have 



COPY of Treasury Minute of 28th March 1S40, on the foregoing Letter. 

Transmit copy of the enclosed statement to Mr. Drummond, with reference 
to that part of the letter of this Board of the loth instant in which their Lord! 

ships adverted to he apparent inefficiency of the arrangements at present in 

force for bringing the monies collected for Hues, &c. duly to account 

1.1. n ‘‘ their duty to call the attention of 

his Excellency to the fact that two of the paymasters of police have made no 

retnutances at all on account of fines. As one of these persons. Mr. MalLw 

q Meara IS a defaulter in respect of monies issued toihiiu for the constabulary 
tLd fcel.lt more especially necessary to direct inquiry 

whethei 11 that case any sums levied on account of fines, &c. have been paid to 
Mr O Meara and appropriated to himself, if steps have not been already taken for 
toat purpose. 

But their Lordships in bringing the subject under his Excellency’s notice have 
borne in mind their recent communication to him on the subject of the imperfect 
manner in which the accounts of the constabulary are rendered, and thev reonest 
Air. Drummond will convey to his Excellency their impression that, concurrentlv 
witluhe adoption of measures for putting that service on an efficient footing, it 
will be proper to establish regulations for securing a prompt return from the pay- 
masters of fines, &c. paid into their hands, in order that the opportunity may be 
prevented of covering, by abstractions from sums paid for one service, defalcations 
in the other. 

State that my Lords will be glad to be put in possession, at an early period, of 
me opinion of the Lord Lieutenant on the important subject of the accounts of 
the constabulary, in order that such steps may be taken without delay as are 
necessary for remedying the existing defects. 



I . Dublin Castle, lo April 1S40. 

I , ^Psired by the Lord Lieutenant to observe, in reference to your letter of 
: me 1st instant, that while there can be no question as to the inefficiency of the 

arrangements at present in force for bringing to account monies collected in this 
, country for fines and penalties, it is equally true that an effectual remedy can onlv 

; be found m an amendment of the Act : this is at present under consideration. 

^ ^ further desired to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords of the 

ireasury, that immediate inquiry will be made in respect to the two pavmasters 
I who It appears have made no remittances on account of these fines, and' to refer 

to my letter of this date, which will convey to their Lordships his E.vceliency’s 
I opinion as to the first step that should be taken with a view to put the finance 

. I department of the constabulary upon a more satisfactory footing. 

t l am, &c. 

c. E. Trevelyan, Esq. (signed) T. Drummond. 

; \ &c. &c. 

• I 378* B 2 
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COPY of Treasuey Minute, dated igth May 1840, on the foregoing Letter. 

Read ao-ain a letter from the late Mr. Drummond, dated loth April last, in 
answer to one from this Board of 1st of that month, on the subject of tiie arrange- 
ment at present in force for bringing to account monies collected m Ireland for 
fines and penalties ; wherein Mr Drummond stated that there could be no doubt 
as to the inefficiency of the arrangements in question, and that it was equally 
true that no effectual remedy can be found but in an amendment of the Act, and 
that such an amendment was under consideration. , 

Write to Lord Morpeth calling his attention to these letters, and requesting 
that he will move the Lord Lieutenant to inform my Lords whether any further 
steps have been taken in the business. 



g|y Dublin Castle, 2 June 1840. 

With reference to the several letters from the Treasury, under date loth 
of March 1st April, and 19th May last, I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant 
to acquaint you for their Lordships’ information, that his Excellency has had the 
subieh of tie Fines and Penalties Act under his consideration, and upon the 
whole his Excellency considers that it will be better to defer the introductiou of 
a Bill to amend the present law until the next Session of Parhamenb His Excel- 
lencv quite concurs in the opinion expressed by the Lords of the Treasury, that 
the duties of the Paymaster of Civil Services under_ the existing Act should be 
confined to the mere task of accounting for such monies as may be paid to his 
credit and of payin'^ thereout such charges as may, under competent authoiity, 
appear due, or as may be directed to be paid by the Lord Lieutenant. Whether 
these duties should not be continued to him in this limited foiin, under an amend- 
ment of the law, must he a matter for future discussion. 

It may, however, be remarked, that considering the amount of public money m 
question, it would seem to be the safest course that the Paymaster of Civil Ser- 
vices should be made the depo.sitary of such monies, whilst a distinct officer should 
be created, as suggested by the Lords of the Treasury, to check and certify the 
various accounts. 

This arrangement would be attended with less expense to the public, as such 
an officer would naturally be paid a much smaller salary for the discharge of these 
duties than if he were to be also responsible for the receipt of such large sums of 
money. 

In conformity with the principle already referred to respecting the duties of the 
Paymaster of Civil Services under the existing Act, an arrangement was made in 
the month of February, by which the accounts of fines levied in the several police 
ofiices in Dublin w’ere examined in the Chief Remembrancer’s office, and certi- 
fied bv clerks specially employed by the Government for the purpose ; and the ^rn 
Lieutenant was thus enabled to authorise the Paymaster of Civil Services to issue 
a sum of 4,000 in aid of the funds of the Metropolitan Police. With respect, how- 
ever, to the accounts of fines imposed at petty sessions, it was found that the returns 
made were so defective that it was necessary to put the whole matter on ^ 
footing. With this view, the business has been transferred altogether to the Chief 
Secretary’s office within the last three weeks, and the arrangements which have been 
there made are now so far advanced, that there is every reason to expect not only 
that this very complicated matter will be brought to an early close, so far as relates 
to the past, but that the existing Act can be executed with tolerable effect during 
the ensuing year, or until a new Act shall be prepared. 

The experience, too, which will be gained in working the system for sometime 
will enable a far more satisfactory Bill to be introduced in the next Session thp 
could be now prepared at so late a period of the present Session, and thus m t e 
end lead to a more satisfactory result. . 

It is right, however, that the Lords of the Treasury should observe, that un er 
these arrangements, as the existing law does not allow any part of the fines to e 
applied to the expenses of executing the present Act, and as it has been of course 
necessary to employ some extra clerks for the sake of expedition, and m aul o 
the clerks in the Chief Secretary’s office, the expense of such extra clerks must 6 
paid out of Civil Contingencies; but his Excellency feels assured that 
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peculiar circumstances of llie case, the Lords of the Treasury will at once 
sanction this expenditure, which cannot in the whole exceed from 200 1 . to -?oo 1 . 
until the passing of a new Act, when it can be thrown prospectively, or if their 
Lordsliips should insist on it, retrospectively on the fund itself. 

With respect to the observation in their Lordships’ letter of the 10th March, 
that the great variation in the amount of fines remitted from different districts 
indicates an irregularity which ought not fairly to exist, it is to be remarked, 
that although much error, if not fraud, has hitherto existed, still there is no reason 
to suppose that it has prevailed to that extent. The law only requires those 
fines which are levied by the constabulary to be remitted to the Paymaster of 
Civil Services, leaving it wholly optional with the magistrates either to make such 
remittance of the fines paid into court, or to pay them over at once to the party 
entitled to them ; the latter form by far the largest portion of the fines, and in 
some cases they have been remitted to the Paymaster of Civil Services, in others 
not, thus causing the apparent irregularity. 

C. E. Trevelyan, Esq. I am, &c. 

&c. &c. &c. ‘ (signed) W. Tigke Hamilton. 

Treasury Chambers, London. 



COPY of Treasuuy Minute, dated 9th June 1840. 

Read letter from Mr. Tighe Hamilton, dated 2d instant, stating, with reference 
to the letters of this Board of the 10th March, 1st April, and 19th ultimo, that 
the Lord Lieutenant has had the subject of the Fines and Penalties Act under his 
consideration, and that his Excellency considers that it will be better to defer 
the introduction of a Bill to amend the present law until the next Session of Par- 
liament, and that the business connected with fines and penalties has been trans- 
ferred to the Chief Secretary's office; and submits, as it has been necessary to employ 
some extra clerks thereon, that they may be paid from Civil Contingencies. 

Write to Mr. Macdonald, acquainting him, for the information of the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, that my Lords see no objection to the course which 
his Excellency proposes to pursue with regard to the collecting and accounting 
for the fines and penalties in Ireland, until a Bill shall be introduced in the next 
Session for amending the Act now in force on this subject, provided the Paymaster 
of Civil Services be not employed in any other duty connected with this ser- 
vice than that of merely receiving such sums as may be paid to his account, and 
making such payments as he may be required to make, on drafts from the Chief 
or Under Secretary, without being responsible for the correctness, either of the 
sums received or of the amount of the draft; and that my Lords suggest that 
the small additional expense which may be incurred in the Secretary’s office in 
carrying his Excellency’s plan into effect, may be defrayed in the first instance out 
of the incidents of that office on the grant for Secret Service in Ireland, to 
be repaid out of the fines when an authority for the same shall be obtained from 
Parliament. 

Acquaint Mr. Kennedy, 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 3 October 1840. 

In transmitting an account of a payment from Civil Contingencies, for expense 
incurred in adjusting the accounts of fines and penalties, made under the autho- 
rity of the Lord Lieutenant, I think it may be right to request the attention of my 
Lords to this item of expenditure, inasmuch as several such payments have been 
made, and 1 apprehend others are likely to be required. It seems very clear that 
it would be desirable that the fines and penalties fund should itself hear any 
•charge which may be incurred, but the 1st & 2d of Viet. c. 99, does not seem to 



provide for that object. 

Nevertheless, it seems desirable that my Lords should consider whether any 
means exist whereby a repayment of Civil Contingencies can be effected of such 
•sums as may be advanced for this service. 

I beg to enclose a memorandutn of the several payments which have already 

1 am, &c. 

C. E, Trevelyan, Esq. &c. &c. &c. (signed) T. F. Kennedy. 

Treasury, London. 
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AN ACCOUNT of the several Payments made by the Right honourable the Pay- 
master of Civil Services in Ireland, on account of Civil Contingencies, from the ist 
to the 30th September 1840. 



1840 : 

Sept. - - 9 


Paid Mr. James Mackay, being at the rate of 30 s. a 
week, from i2tb September 1839 to 23d July 1840, 
as payment of his Services in settling the Accounts 
of Fines of the Meiropoiitan Police and Petty 
Sessions - 


£. s. d. 
67 10 - 


Paymaster of Civil Services’ Office,! (signed) T. F. Kennedy, 

Dublin Castle, 2 Oct. 1840. / 0 

Memohanoum of Issues made from Civil Contingencies on account of Expenses 
in settling the Accounts of Fines and Penalties, per 1 & 2 Viet. c. 99. 


1840: 

June - - 8 


Paid S. B. Kathboiirne for 12 weeks’ Services, per- 
formed under the Chief Remembrancer, regarding 
Fines and Penalties, per l & 2 Vlct. c. 99. Lord 
Lieutenant’s Letter, 6tn June 1840 - 


[ £. s. d. 


37 16 - 


July - - 20 


Paid J. W. Jephson 0.1 os. per week from 14th beb. 
to 26th June 1840, as payment for his Services in 
settling the Accounts of Fines of the Metropolitan 
Police and Petty Sessions. LordLieutenant’s Letter, ! 
16th July 1840 - - - - 


39 18 - 


Sept. - - 9 


Paid James Madtay 30 s. per week from 12th Septem- 
ber 1839 to 23d July 1S40, as payment (or Ins 
Services in settling tile Accounts of Fines of the 
Metropolitan Police and Petty Sessions. Lord 
Lieutenant’s Letter, 7th September 1840 


67 10 - 




£. 


145 4 - 



Paymaster of Civil Services’ Office,"^ 
Dublin Castle, 3 Oct. 1840. J 



(signed) T. F. Kennedy. 



COPY of Treasury Minute of 13th October 1840, on the preceding Letter. 

TKANsmT copy of this report to Mr. Macdonald, that he will call the attention 
of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland thereto, with reference to Mr. Hamilton s letter 
of ad of June last, and the letter of this Board of the 11th of that month, and 
move his Excellency to give directions for a clause to be inserted in any Bill to 
be introduced in Parliament for amending the present law on the subject ot fanes 
and forfeitures, as proposed in the former of those letters, for charging tfae 
expenses already and hereafter to be incurred in this service on the produce ot the 
said fines and forfeitures. . , -n t 

Acquaint the Paymaster of Civil Services in Ireland, and desire he will report 
to my Lords upon such Bill whenever it shall be submitted to Parliament. 



Dublin Castle, 21 October 1840. 

I AM ’desired by the Lords Justices to acknowledge the receipt of your letter ot 
the 17th instant, and to acquaint you, for the information oi the Lc® 0‘ 
Treasury, that in preparing the intended Bill for the better regulation of the nnes 
and penalties accounts, their Lordships’ suggestion that a clause should he th*®™ 
for charging the expenses of the service to the produce of the fines will e ay 
attended to. 

I am, &c. 

C. E. Trevelyan, Esq. (signed) M. N. MacdonaU. 

Treasury Chambers, London. 
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EEPORT of the Progress which lias been made m AoDiTiriG the Accounts of Fines 
and Penalties under the Act 1 & 2 Viet, c, »9, in the Office of the Ch.ee Secret .tv 
to the Loud Lieutenant of Ireland, or othenvise, during the Years 1839, 1840 
1841 1842, and 1843 ; and by whom such Audit is conducted, the Expense of the sam»’ 
and from what Funds paid. * 



In the month of May 1840, an ammgement was made in concert with the Chief Remem- 
brancer for the purpose of conducting in the Chief Secretary’s Office, the preliminary 
examination and investigation of the Accounts of Fines imposed at Petty Sessions m 



4 i tins arrangement into effect, four persons not previously belonging to 

the Chief Secretarys Office (one of whom was subsequently discontinued) were employed 
and placed under the immediate superintendence of one of the clerks of that denart- 
ment. ^ 



The expense^ of the persons so employed in the examination of the beforementioned 
accounts, from its commencement in the Chief Secretary’s Office up to 31 March 1843 , 
amounts to 887 7. 6 5., and which sum has been from time to lime paid by the Treasury 
under the head of Civil Contingencies, upon the understanding with the Irish Government^ 
that a clause should be introduced into a Bill then contemplated, authorizing the re-pay- 
ment of such expense out of tlie unappropriated surplus under the Act referred to. 

The accounts so examined are finally audited by the Chief Remembrancer under the pro- 
visions of the above Act. ' ^ 



The progress hitherto made under this arrangement will be seen from the accompanying 
Summary and Detail. 



Chief Secretary’s Office, 
Dublin Castle, 7 June 1842. 



. 1^4 
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